
 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA RELEASE  
For immediate release – 23rd October 2018 

2018 Lady Fairfax New York Scholarship WINNER 
 

The Opera Foundation for young Australians is pleased to announce the Winner 2018 Lady Fairfax New York 
Scholarship is Xenia Puskarz Thomas, 21 year old mezzo soprano from Queensland. 
 
The winner of this prestigious scholarship was announced at the public recital with four finalists on Sunday 
21st October 2018 commencing at 4.00pm at the Verbrugghen Hall of Sydney Conservatorium of Music. Xenia 
plans to study in New York with internationally acclaimed vocal, language and movement coaches and this 
Scholarship is valued at $43,000.  

“This afternoon at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music, we proudly announced the winner of the 2018 Lady Fairfax 
New York Scholarship which was initiated by my late mother in 1963. This scholarship has given over 53 young 
Australian opera artists the unique opportunity of learning from the best in New York to further their careers.   The 
$43,000 will provide Xenia with the amazing opportunity to study with internationally acclaimed vocal, language and 
movement coaches in New York.  Each year the Foundation offers a portfolio of Awards and Scholarships that open 
the doors to the world of opera for all young Australians” says Anna Cleary, Chair of The Opera Foundation for 
young Australians.  

Anke Höppner, 2018 Head Adjudicator and Member of the Foundation’s Music Advisory Council says: "Four 
performers with very different voice types and corresponding personalities delivered outstanding performances, and all 
would have been worthy recipients of the scholarship. Xenia possesses a beautiful mezzo-soprano voice of 
magnificent potential. She inspired the audience with her energetic stage presence and fearless desire to engage with 
the characters she portrayed at the deepest emotional levels. The promise of Xenia's talent convinced us that she 
would be able to thrive most under the conditions of the scholarship." 
 

Xenia Puskarz Thomas – mezzo-soprano – Queensland 

 
Mezzo-soprano Xenia Puskarz Thomas will complete her Bachelor of Music (Hons) at the 
Queensland Conservatorium in 2018. Xenia was awarded the 2018 Queensland 
Conservatorium Griffith University Postgraduate Prize and also Tinkler Encouragement Award 
at the 2018 IFAC Handa Australian Singing Competition. Xenia has performed excerpts from 
Mozart’s Idomeneo (Idamante) and Massenet's Cendrillon (Le Prince Charmant) and the roles 
of L’Enfant (Ravel’s L'Enfant et Les Sortilèges) and Gladys Callaway (Dean’s premiere Dry 
River Run). Recent professional engagements include performing with Camerata of St John's. 
In 2017 Xenia represented Australia in the 2017 Australia-Chinese Film Festival in Wuhan, 
China.  

 
The Foundation receives no government funding and relies on the generosity of philanthropic individuals & 
foundations to support other awards, scholarships & special initiatives. 
 
Also announced tonight were the winners of the 2018 Vienna State Opera Award for a stage experienced opera 
singer – soprano Eleanor Lyons from New South Wales, 2018 Berlin New Music Opera Award winner Sydney-
based Conductor – Natalia Raspopova,  2018 Dalwood-Wylie American Institute of Musical Studies Award & 
AIMS Sundell Award Winner – mezzo-soprano – Chloe Harris from Melbourne and Timothy Newton, Bass 
from Sydney winning the 2018 Deutsche Oper Berlin Award (10 month contract Deutsche Oper Berlin).  
 
The Opera Foundation for young Australians was founded in 1963 by Lady Fairfax and has been in operation 
for over 50 years.  The Opera Foundation for young Australians provides international Awards & Scholarships 
to renowned opera houses & institutions in the world to young Australian artists.  The Awards and Scholarships 
offered by The Opera Foundation for young Australians have provided the springboard for launching the 
successful international careers of many Australian opera singers for more than 50 years.  Since 1963 the 
Foundation has provided over $5 million in funding and support and offered over 300 Awards and Scholarships.     
 
If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact Alison Cole, General Manager, on  
0414 383848 or alison@theoperafoundation.com.au 


